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The newest civil rights attorneys

Local lawyers called on to
counsel, represent same-sex

maried couples
By KRISTEN D'ANDREA

New York now recognizes same-sex mar-
ages, but once all the rice has been thrown,
1e last photo taken and the cake cut, new-
‘weds are waking up to realize the rights
1ey’re entitled to aren't nearly as cut and
sied as those for hetercsexual couples,

And it's not & minor issue, if you look at
10 numbers: More than 3,000 same-sex cou-
les (repregenting 6.4 percent of all mar.
ages) have tied the knot in New York state
aring the past 12 months, not counting New
ukﬁly,mduhhmw

NwYckulmmm
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et of Columbia. And, although the laws
ave not yet taken effect, legislation passed

in Washington and Maryland in February
2012 will allow same-sex marriages, as well,

Sull, the majority of states have adopted
prohibitions of same-sex marriages, similar
10 the federal Defense of Marriage Act, which
defines the word “marriage” as a legal union
between one man and one woman.

According to Jordan Trager, attomey at Wis-
seiman, Harounian & Associates in Great Neck,
one harsh downside of same-sex marriage for
states ing it are spouses are not en-
tithed to any foderal benefits or rights, such as
Social Security survivorship, disability or veter-
an's benefits. Similarly, same-sex spouses are
not able to pass property between each other
ﬁuim-ﬂuﬁm

Entering into a iage in
New‘!nrk enhﬂulpaunuton;hutnd:-
tionally granted to d couples
ing property ownership, state tax benefits,
state pension benefits and all other benefits

NEW YORK IS AMONG SIX
STATES SANCTIONING
SAME-SEX MARRIAGES,
IN ADDITION TO THE
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

denied numerous rights because DOMA pro-
vides not only that the federal government
will not recogni iage, but
that individual states are not required to

ize same.gex i that were
validly entered into in a state that permits
them,” Thorsen said.

In fact, Thorsen added, married same-sex
couples must file three separate tax re-
turns — each spouse noeds to file an individ-
ual federal tax return with the IRS; the cou-
wmm.wmbﬁdm

their i deductions and
credits; then, the couple must use the mock
return as a basis to prepare their joint state

'l‘nprmd his colleague, attorney Lau-
Chartan, periodically invite same-sex
wupluhthmroﬂieul’uadunmmlm
nars that are usually standing-room-only,
explaining and counseling on relevant
changes that have taken effect since the pas-
sage of the -lmnpoqulﬂwhw.ﬁmﬁn
said. Topics t
bauﬁn,hukhuhwdummdwﬂh

“We go over how to deal with issues asso-
ciated with the limitations under the federal
law and how to navigate the rights you do
have under the state law,” she said.

For instance, picture this: A newlywed
couple visits another state, which does not
sanction same-sex unions, for a hiking trip,
During the vacation, one of the spouses is
injured and taken to a hospital. The other
spouse is not considered a family member or
next of kin and has no decision-making
power, If, however, that same couple had
state should have honored it and given full
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From 31A

“This is a civil rights sssve,” Chartan
said, noting the importance of people edu.
cating themselves. “You don't want o be in
a foreign land ~ and by foreign land 1 mean
™ our own country — and not be able to ex-
erciss your rights”

The same holds true when children are
mvalved In & sase-emx umisn, Noohiokgi-
cal patents should legally adopt their
spoase’s children, 'Prmr asid. ()unn

agreed, pl

travel with all Mdaamu

adoption papers, if they want %0 be ae-
o5 & legal parent in the event

of nn emergency.

Traveling interstate raises other issves
firr same-sex married couples, as well. Cous
ples who Bave moved o 8 state that doss
20t resegniz marviige equality will be in
legnl limbo ¥ they attiespt to ot & diveees
im that state, Trsgor sald.

“The court will not grant a diveece be.
cause under DOMA they're not reguired to
morgnive & murrisge from anotber state.”
o 2ald,

Even In statis raagnizing same-sex mar-
viape, Thorsen sdvises couples to te awsre of
thedr ledividusl mquirsments, such s six-
ronth or cew-pesr neidency requinements,

Immigrants
From 334

Fuor wetance, in some Sefilk tosms
theev's bevn u temdemey 10 set bail for

mimoe traffic infractions for mameane
wha's d of being

and a partner at the Gles Covw-tased
law firm Mefins Milgrim & Alvarado.
Onze baal is set, the individual can
be run through the system to see if
he's undorumented, and if be is, he
wuld face deportation, saxd Mejias,
who noted that part of the mission of
the Hispanic Bar i calling attention
o the unfuir trewtment of any Latino,
docusanted or wedocumented.

On-the-job dangers
One coocern bs undocusentid week-
:-d.m exploited on the job, Mijlas

surance to protect them,* he said.
“Plus, they often got leas than misi.
mum wage and no overtime pay. Labee
lorws are not followed when it cames to
undecumented

and then they huve to request it and
pay for i apsin.” be sxid, “The extra
fioes are aneeous for many immigrants*

li’“.‘.\')ﬂ]l JULY 6-12, 2012 | LONG ISLAND BUSINESS NEWS 304

Civil rights: Be educated on state laws

thit must be satisfind to obeain a divorce,
Other comenres Trager has nddressed in-
volve clients who previously blished!

for one of Chartan's dients, who was seek-
ing to disselve a civil union she'd entercd
into = Vs yrars ago before she could

ogsl domestic partnershipe prior to the pas-
akge of the marringy equality Jaw, Some
stmp-sex couplis question whether greting
married will convey sny uddmml r‘u

merry her current partner in New York

this summer.
§till in ite infancy, sarringe eguality is

umm}nname(thelnudm

mnnmhuu Othm Bave nmecnn about
ing & d par with a
former partner before getting mnnlnd
Trager sdded
ltmnﬂywokl Necr‘lwiemnuub'

nrul conaplees and families are bm reflact-
ad in these changes in the law,” Thorsen
aaid. "Howevar, the tattls is not nesrly woe
for the LGBT community ustil all states
fully recognize umnau marringe snd

a year to grant o jud, of &

DOMA is

U Lawyer®

LAUREN CHARTAM: Samin-sex couples
should travel with oll Sheir docements.
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The Art of Real Estate Law.

For more than four decades, Certilman Balin has helped to shape the landscope of
ar region. Our ol estate alformays work with leading developers, bankers ond brokers
jo help them recfize their vision and create new vistas, From commercial to industrict o

condominium ond cooperative properties, our expenenced and diversified tgam has
cfierad counsal in the arsos of construction, commercial lending. tond use/zoning and
municipal refations. Our ability fo heip real estate projects succeed, In good times
ond in bad. is reflected in the smart growth of aur communifies.
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